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ADVERTISEMENT

CnnimniitUEaltlj nf 3Mas0nrliii3!tts

Secretary's Office, Boston,

December 30, 1854.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

:

—

I have the honor, agreeably with the laws of this Com-

monwealth, to submit to your honorable bodies the Twelfth

Annual Report relating to the Registry and Returns of

Births, Marriages and Deaths in Massachusetts for the year

ending on December 31, 1853.

The Abstracts have been compiled and prepared, from

the original returns forwarded to this office, under the

active superintendence of Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, M.D.,

of Boston, who had charge of the Registration Report of the

last year, and to whom has been intrusted the preparation

of the concluding portion of the Report, embracing the

Results and Practical Observations.

In order to bring the whole matter intelligibly before the

enthe community, care has been taken that as few medical

terms of a purely technical character should be used as

would comport with perspicuity.



Vlll ADVERTISEMENT.

More than usual attention has been given in transmitting

returns to this office ; and the number of those town officers

who have slighted their required duties, or failed entirely in

the performance of them, has been less than usual the past

year, and is yearly diminishing. Nearly every town and

city within the Commonwealth has come up to the mark

in promptness of forwarding their annual returns ; and were

it that a greater regularity and particularity existed in the

nomenclature of diseases, as registered in the various districts

of the Commonwealth, there would be very little cause of

complaint in regard to the official returns that form the

fundamental material of this useful and interestmg docu-

ment.

The more perfectly the facts are obtained in the several

towns, the more correct will be the Abstracts of Eegistra-

tion, and consequently the more confidence can be placed in

the results deduced from the tables. The improvement in

this respect that is conspicuous during the past year induces

the hope that sufficient enthusiasm prevails throughout the

State to maintain the reputation which the Massachusetts

Registration Reports have acquired at home and abroad.

The present Report contains the accumulated results of

more than twelve years, and should, therefore, serve as a

fair criterion in America wdierefrom to deduce facts relative

to vital and mortuary statistics as existing in this country.

The remarks are somewhat more extended than usual, partly

in consequence of paying more than customary attention to

certain topics at present exciting great interest in the com-

munity, and partly because of an unusually mmute consid-

eration of some of the most promment causes of death

throughout the Commonwealth, based upon more extensive
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observations and upon returns apparently more nearly per-

fect than those of previous Abstracts.

The Five Years' Tables are generally of a very interesting

character, and afford more than common opportunities for

the investigations of many important inquiries in the statistics

of diseases.

The facts produced under the head of Population, and

which are compiled chiefly from the last general census

report, exhibit to the legislator a more perfect idea of the

material of which the population of the Commonwealth

consists than has appeared before in any similar document

;

and it is hoped that the Report will be acceptable to those

who feel an interest in this species of inquiry.

Respectfully submitted by

EPHRAIM M. WRIGHT,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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Table I. BIRTHS—1853.

Exhibiting' the number of each Sex born in the several Counties,

during- each of the months of the year.



1853.] BIRTHS.

Table I. Births—1853—Continued.

21



22 TWELFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853.

SUPPLEMENT to Table L

Births—Plurality Cases in 1853.
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Table II. STILLBORN.

Exhibiting' the number of each Sex in the several Counties, during

each month of the year
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Exhibiting the Conditions and Ages ofparties Married during the
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(A.) First Marriage of both parties.
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Table IV. Marriages—1853—Continued.

(C.) Subsequent Marriage of the Male, but First Marriage of

the Female.
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Table IV. Marriages—1853—Continued.

(E.) Conditions of Parties not stated.
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Table V. DEATHS.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex in the several Counties, during'
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Table VI. DEATHS.

Exhibiting the number of each Sex, at different ages, in the several

Counties, during the year
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Table VI. Deaths—Continued.
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[Explanatory Note to Table VIII.— In forming the following Table, which

contains the Classified Causes of Death in the several Counties, for the year 1853, in

some cases diseases of a similar nature have been placed under the same name, as for

instance : —Fever and Synocha, under the name of Fever ; Typhus Fever and Bilious

Fever, under Typhus Fever ; Inflammation of the Brain and Phrenitis, under Cepha-

litis ; Disease of the Brain and Neuralgia, under Disease of the Nervous Organs,

etc., etc.]
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FIVE YEAES' ABSTRACT.

Table XL embraces a statement of the Births, Marriages and

Deaths which have occurred in the several towns of the Com-

monwealth—except those which have been incorporated since

1850, which are classed with other towns, and those which have

failed to make returns for the whole period—in the preceding five

years, ending December 31, 1853.

The foUov^ing towns, which appear with blanks opposite their

population, have not made returns for three of the five years for

which these Tables are made up, and are therefore rejected in the

calculations, viz.:—Dennis in Barnstable County; Cheshire,

Clarksburg and Savoy in Berkshire ; Conway and Rowe in

Franklin ; Chester and Longmeadow in Hampden ; Enfield and

Greenwich in Hampshire ; and Upton in Worcester County.

The new towns, the populations of which are not given—be-

ing included in those of the towns from which they were "set

off"—are classed as follows, viz. :—Nahant and Swampscott with

Lynn ;
North Reading with Reading ; West Roxbury with Rox-

bury ; Lakeville with Middleborough ; Marion with Rochester

;

and Winthrop with North Chelsea.
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS.

The present is the twelfth of a series of Annual Reports

relating to the Registry and Returns of the Births, Marriages

and Deaths that have occurred within the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts, which have been prepared in accordance with the

laws, and issued under the sanction of the Secretary of State.

Every additional report serves to increase the number of facts,

and to afford a surer basis for the deduction of principles. Cover-

ing a space of time amounting to twelve years and eight months,

the Massachusetts Tables yield very important information relat-

ing to the most interesting inquiries concerning the condition of

the public health in the Commonwealth, and also supply the

most reliable means for deducing the natural laws of disease and

death, and the expectation of life, within its boundaries.

Scarcely a year passes that some one of the States of the

American Union does not commence a system of registration
;

and it is a just source of pride to those who have been the pio-

neers in this State, that nearly all follow as models the plans

which have originated and been adopted here. During the past

year, a Report has been prepared and presented to the legislature

of Rhode Island, which resembles in a great degree those which

have emanated here. The similarity which the Reports of other

States bear to those of this Commonwealth adds much to their

value, as it gives an opportunity of using the facts brought for-

ward in their tables in connection with our own. It is on this

account that the important tables of the Massachusetts Reports

are, from year to year, published in the same form, any alteration

which affects the blending of the tables of past years with each

successive year being strictly avoided. In this connection, Mr.

De Bow, the able Superintendent of the United States Census,

remarks in a note ; " The English system of registration was



92 TWELFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853.

established in 1836, and annual reports have been regularly pub-

lished. They are considered to be so accurate, that it is said

' the marriage returns point out periods of prosperity little less

distinctly than the funds measure the hopes and fears of the

money market.' In Massachusetts the system was organized in

1842 ; in New York in 1847, the first report being published in

1848; in New Jersey in 1848-51; in Connecticut in 1848, and

three reports are published ; in New Hampshire in 1849-51 ; in

Pennsylvania and Kentucky in 1852. The reports of most of

these States have been compared, and they resemble generally

those of Massachusetts, which are especially admirable. It

would be well if the tables for the several States followed one

uniform standard. Those which are named are the only States,

it is believed, that have registry systems in operation, although

others are preparing to follow. In Louisiana an unsuccessful

experiment was made. The matter is now before the legislature

of South Carolina. The National Medical Convention has fre-

quently and earnestly recommended registration systems to all

of the States. In many of the large cities there are annual

reports of diseases and deaths made up by the Boards of Health,

which imbody a vast amount of valuable statistical matter."

In preparing the abstract which precedes these remarks, and

which forms the basis of this Report, slight alterations have been

made, which, however, do not conflict with the abstracts of former

Reports. It has been thought advisable to be a little more par-

ticular in designating the parentage of the children born, and the

nativity of the persons united by marriage. Therefore, on an

inspection of the abstract that forms the first nineteen pages, it

will be seen that separate columns have been prepared for those

of purely American and foreign parentage, and others for those

of mixed parentage; giving for the mixed two columns, one for

those of American fathers with foreign mothers, and one for

foreign fathers with American mothers. Similar columns have

also been used for the nativity of the persons married.

The three towns, Swampscott, Winthrop and Marion, which

were incorporated in 1852, and which on that account did not

make separate returns for the last Report, and were consequently

included in those of the towns from whose territorial limits they

were taken, have this year made their own returns, with the same

punctuality and precision as the older towns.
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Several new towns have received acts of incorporation during

the twelve months embraced in this Report, from December 31,

1852, to December 31, 1853. Although these towns have sever-

ally made returns, nevertheless, for part of the year, the registra-

tion of the births, marriages and deaths which occurred within

their present corporate limits was made by the clerks of the

parent towns from whose territory they have been derived. A
brief account of these new corporations is introduced in this

portion of the present Report, in order to keep statisticians advised

of the changes produced by their formation, and give an oppor-

tunity for making such calculations as may be necessary in using

any facts which may be collected from the series of reports.

The town of North Reading, which formerly comprised the

northern part of Reading, in the county of Middlesex, being

about one-half of the territorial extent of that town, was incor-

porated on the twenty-second of March, 1853. At the time of

the division, the northern portion is supposed to have contained

a few over one thousand inhabitants, and not far from two hun-

dred and twenty legal voters.

The town of Nahant, once forming the peninsular part of the

city of Lynn, in the county of Essex, was invested with corpo-

rate powers and privileges on the twenty-ninth of March, 1853.

The number of its inhabitants, at the time it was detached from

Lynn, was two hundred and fifty, and the number of voters forty-

three.

The town of Lakeville, which formed the south-western por-

tion of Middleborough, in the county of Plymouth, was set off

as a separate town on the thirteenth of May, 1853. As nearly

as can be ascertained, the number of its inhabitants, at the time

it was incorporated, was about eleven hundred.

As each of the above-mentioned towns formed severally a part

of one town only, the formation into new corporations need not

produce any impediment in arriving at statistical conclusions in

using the foregoing tables.

During the year embraced in this Report, several towns have

been deprived of part of their territory, to enlarge the limits of

others.

A small portion of Stoneham, in the county of Middlesex,

feeing the south-eastern district of that town, was set off and
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annexed to Melrose, in the same county, on the fifteenth of

March, 1853.

By an act approved by the governor on the twenty-eighth of

April, of the same year, th^ north-west part of the town of Ash-

land, in the county of Middlesex, was annexed to the town of

Hopkinton, in the same county.

Also a portion of the towns of Chester and Blandford, in the

county of Hampden, comprising the south-eastern corner of the

former and the north-eastern corner of the latter, was set otf and

joined to the town of Norwich, in the county of Hampshire.

The foregoing facts must be kept in mind by those who use

the preceding tables, as these changes must necessarily produce

a variation in results, when individual towns which have had

their boundaries altered and their limits enlarged are taken into

account.

On the fourteenth of May, 1853, an act was passed by the

legislature for the separation of a portion of the territory of the

Commonwealth known as the district of Boston Corner, situated

in the county of Berkshire, in the extreme south-western corner

of the State, and the cession of the same to the State of New
York. This district contained, by the last census, seventy-three

inhabitants. But as no returns have been received from it, the

general results of the registration abstract cannot be affected by

this cession.

In March, of the same year, a charter was granted to the town

of Lawrence, in the county of Essex, to organize a city govern-

ment. This act was approved by the governor on the twenty-

first of the same month, and immediately ratified and adopted

by a majority of the legal voters of the town, and on the tenth

day of the following May the city government was first organ-

ized.

The practice prevalent of late years, of dividing large iowns,

and setting off part of their territories to other towns, and in

many cases of creating new municipal incorporations, greatly

disturbs registration. In preparing the five years' abstract, all

towns which have been incorporated since the year 1850 are

classed as nearly as possible with parent towns ;
nevertheless, in

those cases where a new corporation has been formed from ter-

ritory which formerly belonged to several towns, the new town

has been classed with that from which it derived its greatest
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superficial extent of soil. Nahant and Swampscott are necessa-

rily classed with the city of Lynn, all of Essex County ; North

Reading with Reading, both of Middlesex County ; Lakeville

with Middleborough, and Marion with Rochester, all of Plymouth

County; West Roxbury with Roxbury, of Norfolk County; and

Winthrop with North Chelsea, in the county of Suffolk.

A cursory examination of the tables which introduce these

remarks conclusively shows that more attention than usual has

been paid to the subject of registration by those whose duty it

is to prepare the abstracts for this Report. This is highly com-

mendable, since it requires a long and tedious application on the

part of many clerks who cannot always act in unison, although

the whole of the work must of consequence harmonize, to make
the tables of value in inquiries on the subject of mortuary and

vital statistics.

Daring the year for which the particulars have been collected,

more than usual care has been taken by the town clerks to ren-

der their part of the service acceptable to the public, and the

suggestions offered in the last Report have undoubtedly caused

an increased particularity on their part. There have been fewer

delinquencies, and the utter failures are now reduced to a small

number. Those clerks who have accompanied their returns with

remarks have added a value to them which those who examine

them for practical use know well how to appreciate. It would be

well if this plan could be more generally adopted by those who
make the primary returns to the office of the Secretary of State.

Particularly interesting are those explanatory notes and memo-
randums when any special epidemic has been raging throughout

the Commonwealth, or when any accidental or peculiar cause of

disease or death has existed in any of our small communities*

It is ardently hoped that the .official returns which will be

made the ensuing year from the several towns will be largely

accompanied with interesting details. Occasionally there are

unusual occurrences of severe diseases in special localities, a

more definite knowledge of which would be very serviceable in

a sanatory point of view. When these depend upon any known
circumstance, or when any satisfactory reason can be deduced

for their appearance, the clerk would confer an incalculable ben-

efit upon persons engaged in studies of a medical nature, and

render important assistance in arresting the ravages of baneful
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disease, if he would enter largely into their particulars ; and for

this purpose, he could obtain the necessary information from any

well-informed physician in his neighborhood.

It must be borne in mind, by those making use of the tables of

the Massachusetts Registration Reports, that the clerks who pre-

pare the tables strictly follow the official returns received at the

Secretary's office from the town clerks, and are not allowed to

go beyond the record. The abstracts show the facts as reported;

and however incongruous some of them may be, owing to the

carelessness or ignorance of those who make the primary returns

to the registering officers, they are intended to be faithfully pre-

pared, and true abstracts of the material furnished.

Notwithstanding the urgency with which requests have been

made in former reports, that more care should be taken in receiv-

ing and recording facts relating to registration, particularly those

connected with disease and death, it will be perceived, on a

strict scrutiny of the tables which precede these observations,

that there yet remains ample room for amendment on the part of

those who collect the material for the annual returns which are

made to the Secretary of the Commonwealth. There is too

much looseness in putting down consumption as the cause of all

deaths where there is a general wasting away and decay ;
and

there is no reason why this should be the disease commonly

reported as the great destroyer of children. Dysentery, disease

of the bowels, diarrhoea, teething, cholera, canker, and inflamma-

tion of the bowels, are too generally assigned as the causes of

death among young children, and are often used as synonymes.

Many people are said to die of fever, dropsy, inflammation, &c.,

without designating the kinds. Disease of the head, disease of

the brain, &c., are very indefinite expressions, but are of frequent

occurrence.

A very little trouble on the part of those who collect facts

registration would enable the town clerks to make their returns

very much more perfect, and consequently more reliable, and of

more value in producing tables of mortuary statistics.

The tables which form the groundwork of these remarks

have been made to correspond with those which have appeared

in former Massachusetts Reports. The greatest change will be

found in the general abstract, where a greater particularity. has

been observed in regard to nativities.
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POPULATION.

A concise review of the population of the Commonwealth, as

ascertained by the last census, will not be improper before enter-

ing particularly upon a consideration of the more immediate

objects pf this report.

It is generally conceded by the enlightened of all countries,

that all knowledge connected with the age, sex, condition and

numbers of a people is of the utmost value, as furnishing the

best means for judging the actual condition of society, and as

affording the most reliable material for study, and for indicating

the proper rule of action in the administration of government.

" Statistics," says a learned writer on the subject, (Mr. De Bow,

the Superintendent of the Seventh Census of the United States,)

" are far from being the barren array of figures, ingeniously and

laboriously combined into columns and tables, which many per-

sons are apt to suppose them. They constitute rather the leger

of a nation, in which, like the merchant in his books, the citizen

can read, at one view, all of the results of a year or of a period

of years, as compared with other periods, and deduce the profit

or the loss which has been made in morals, education, wealth or

power." The same gentleman compliments Massachusetts as

being in advance of every other State in the extent and accuracy

with which it presses statistical investigations, nothing being too

minute to escape attention, and also as containing among her

citizens the first statisticians of America.

Although this Commonwealth has not increased the most rap-

idly of the States of the Union, it exhibits a large gain in popu-

lation when its small amount of territory and the great supply of

pioneer settlers it has given to the new States are considered.

In respect to increase during the last ten years, it stands the

twelfth in rank—the new States, Wisconsin, Iowa, Arkansas,

Michigan and Illinois standing the first, and the old States,

Vermont, New Hampshire, North Carolina, South Carolina and

Virginia, the last, in the list. As stated in the observations ap-

pended to last year's Report, " Compared with the other States

which existed as such in 1790, only one, Rhode Island, shows

13
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a larger proportional increase during the last decennial period.

Of all the States, those called the north-western, and Rhode
Island, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Missouri and Arkansas,

have alone increased in more rapid ratio."

The following table has been prepared to show the relative

position Massachusetts has held in the Union, at the seven

decennial periods when enumerations of the inhabitants have

been made throughout the United States. It must be borne in

mind, however, in using it, that, while Massachusetts has not

increased its bounds, large accessions have been made to the ter-

ritory of the United States.
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and Pennsylvania are said to have been each a third larger than

New York, which last was even smaller than Connecticut.

Our Commonwealth now ranks as the sixth in point of popu-

lation ; and if whites only were taken into account, it would

rank the fourth, as it did the first in 1790 by the same computa-

tion. The ratio of its population to the whole of the Union is

4.29. The proportion of its white to the total population in

June, 1850, was 99.09. With an area of 7,800 square miles,

being one three hundred and eightieth of the whole Union, it

ranks the thirty-sixth in size amongst the forty States and Terri-

tories—Nebraska, the largest Territory, constituting one-ninth.

In 1850, the classification of the inhabitants was :— ,

Males. Females. Total.

White, 484,093 501,357 985,450

Free colored, 4,424 4,640 ^ 9,064

Total, 488,517 505,997 994,514

The ratio of increase of the free colored in Massachusetts, for

the decennial period ending in 1840, was at the rate of 22.99

per cent., and during the succeeding ten years at the rate of 4.55

per cent. Of the 9,064 free colored, 6,724 are classed as blacks,

and 2,340 as mulattoes ; and the ratio between the mulattoes

and blacks is 34.80.

With a population of 994,514 souls, Massachusetts, in 1850,

contained

192,675 families,

152,835 dwellings,

15.37 dwellings to 100 persons,

19.37 families to 100 persons,

126.06 families io 100 dwellings.

Still further reduced, this gives about five persons to a family,

between six and seven persons to each dwelling, and requires

very nearly four dwellings for five families.

The following table, compiled from the last census report,

exhibits an interesting view of the population of the Common-

wealth as it existed in 1850, and is introduced in this Report for

the convenience of reference of those who require more particu-

lar information than is generally to be obtained, and who may

not have the folio census report at hand :

—
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The population of every town within the Commonwealth,

except such as have been incorporated since the taking of the

census in 1850, will be found in Table XL, on pages 64 to 77

inclusive, arranged according to sex.

In the table which follows may be seen at one glance the pro-

portion which one sex bore to the other in June, 1850, and also

what the ages of the different classes of the population were:

—



1853. RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 105

of females exceeds that of males at all ages except from twenty

to forty. The largest number of persons living at the time of

taking the census were of an age between twenty and thirty, and

the next greatest number belonged to the next following period

of ten years. This holds equally true among the whites and

the free colored.

A very interesting subject of inquiry relates to the nativity of

our population. The large percentage that those of foreign birth

bear to our native citizens has of late years given much alarm

to statesmen, and has been the main cause of important politi-

cal movements in many of the States in the Union, particularly

in this Commonwealth ; therefore no apology need be offered for

introducing a few particulars which were considered in the report

of last year.

Since the material was collected for the census, the immigra-

tion of foreigners has been much more extensive. In 1850, the

number of American-born citizens in Massachusetts was 695,236,

that of foreigners 160,909, and the nativity of 3,539 was unknown.

The population of the Commonwealth, as it existed in 1850,

according to the seventh United States Census, may be arranged

as follows :

—

Natives of Massachusetts,



106 TWELFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853.



1853.] RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 107

C^ C^J i-H



108 TWELFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853.

The nativities of the white inhabitants of Massachusetts, ac-

cording to sex, are shown in the following table :

—
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Total native population, .

Native and foreign, .

Total, including unknown,

830,066

990,975

994,514

In this view it will be seen that Massachusetts has contributed

199,582 towards the population of other States; whereas it has

received in return only 134.830, leaving a balance dae from other

States of 64,752.

This Commonwealth, it appears by the last census, has been

very liberal in furnishing other States with citizens. Of the 199,-

582 who emigrated from their native State, the largest portion,

numbering 184,309 individuals, removed to non-slaveholding

States and Territories, and only 15,273 to States and Territories

where slavery exists. The largest number became inhabitants of

the following States in the accompanying ratio :

—

New York, . 55,733

Ohio, . . 18,763

New Hampshire, 18,495

Maine, 16,535

Vermont, .

Rhode Island,

Connecticut,

15,059

11,888

11,366

Mr. De Bow, in the compendium of the seventh census, makes

the following statement as to the nativities of persons found in the

United States at the time of taking the last census :
" 2,240,535

white and 4,067 free colored persons are given by the census of

1850 as of foreign birth, and 17,279,875 whites and 428,424 free

colored as of native birth. Of the native population, 13,103,650

still reside in, and 4,176,225 reside out of, the States in which

they were born. The English census is more complete, and sep-

arates even those residing in or out of their native counties.

Connecticut, South Carolina and Vermont, have more than half

as many native born residing in other States as remain at home.

North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia, have nearly

one-half; Massachusetts, Maryland and New Jersey, about one-

third. The largest proportion of foreigners is in Wisconsin and

Minnesota, being about one-third of the total population. The
least proportion is in North Carolina, being one to 229 native

born ; in South Carolina one to 32 ; Arkansas one to 98; and in

Mississippi one to 62."



110 TWELFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853.

The nativities of the citizens of Boston are thus classified :—

*

Natives of
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individuals born in foreign countries, and that only one-half were

natives of the State in which they resided, and even very many
of these were born of foreign parents. Of the large increase to

the number of its inhabitants which the city of Boston has

received since the census was taken, it is estimated that very

much the smallest part is from the native born.

In 1845, the census of Boston was taken, under the direction

of Lemuel Shattuck, Esq. From the report of this gentleman^

which was drawn up with great care and skill from facts most
laboriously and correctly collected, the following table and re-

marks are extracted :

—
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of the United States is composed, 17,737,505 are native-born

citizens, 2,210,828 are foreigners by birth, and the nativity of 30,-

014 is unknown. Much the largest number of the foreign popu-

lation, about seven-eighths, reside in the non-slaveholding States.

Those of foreign birth composed about 11.06 of the whole free

population, and are classed in the following manner

Natives of Ireland in the United States in 1850

Germany,
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BIRTHS.

The whole number of births that occurred during the year

1853, which were duly registered by the town clerks, and returned

to the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, amounted
to 30,920. This exhibits an increase of 1,118 over the number
that were reported for the preceding year. Of these, 15,798, or

51.09 per cent, were males ; 14,965, or 48.45 per cent, females
;

and 157, or .46 per cent., were classed among those of whom the

sex could not be ascertained. During the previous year, (185*2,)

the number of births had increased 1,121 over the number of the

year 1851. The number of those both of whose parents were

of foreign birth was 11,753 ; of those who had American fathers

and foreign mothers, there were 683 ; of those of foreign fathers

and American mothers, the number was 811 ; making 13,247 of

whom one or both parents were of foreign nativity—being 42.85

per cent, of all the children born within the Commonwealth
during the year. Only 16,040, or 51.88 per cent., were from

American parents ; and the remainder, 1,633 or 5.27, were of

parents of unknown nativity. This shows an increase of ratio

in the birth of children of foreign parentage.

The extreme interest which is felt among our fellow-citizens,

concerning the origin of the children born in our midst, has led

to the continuation of the table which is presented on the follow-

ing pages, an examination of which will show the relative pro-

portion of the births among natives and foreigners for a series

of five years. The table is arranged by counties, in order to

show more distinctly what portions of the Commonwealth are

the most largely affected by immigration, as made manifest by

the births of children. The facts are compiled with much care,

and the calculations may be relied on as affording a very near

approximation to the truth.

It is a matter of much regret that the number of those whose

parentage is not stated still continues to be a feature in the re-

turns from so many of "the towns. A little extra care and exer-

tion on the part of those whose duty it is to collect the particulars

regarding births would obviate this blemish upon the registration

reports of Massachusetts.

15
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From an examination of the preceding table, it is evident that

the births within the Commonwealth, with the usual increase,

have resulted in favor of foreign parents in an increased ratio.

For the four year? preceding the time when the facts were col-

lected for this Report, the whole number of children born of

foreign parents was 35,514, or 35.25 per cent., out of 100,741, the

nativity of whose parents was known, the largest proportion of

these being born in the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk and Middle-

sex, and the smallest proportion in the counties of Dukes and

Nantucket, Barnstable and Franklin. In the city of Boston, the

proportion was about two to one in favor of those of foreign

extraction. Adding the result of another year, 1853, it will

show an augmentation of the ratio in the same favor. Of the

130,028 births that have occurred within the Commonwealth

during the four years, 1849-53, 81,950, or 63.02 per cent., have

been of American parents, and 48,078, or 36.98 per cent., of for-

eign parents. In these calculations, those born of foreign fathers

and American mothers have been classed with those of foreign

paternity, and those of American fathers and foreign mothers

with those of native parentage. Future reports will undoubtedly

divide the births into more numerous classes, in the manner com-

menced in the ab'stract of this year. In the county of Suffolk,

containing the capital of the Commonwealth, the ratio in favor

of the children of foreign extraction has very largely increased.

Under the old classification, there were born during the five years

17,663 children to foreign fathers, when 9,384 only were born to

American fathers. During the past year, the same classification

gives 3,927 of foreign fathers to 1,860 of American fathers ; but

under the new classification there were 1,651, or 28.53 per cent,

born of American parents, and 4,136, or 71.47 per cent., born of

one or both foreign parents, 74 being classed as unknown, and

therefore thrown out in the calculation of percentages. Of 5,865

born in Suffolk County, 2,962 were males and 2,903 females, and

none are classed as of unknown or unascertained sex.

In the same table may be seen the relative percentage that

existed during the five years betv/een the births of children of

American and foreign parents, and also the percentage which

these bear in each county compared with the aggregate number

throughout the Commonwealth.
Among the various topics suggested for the consideration of
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statisticians, on examining registration tables of births, is the

proportion existing between the sexes at the time of birth. The

supposition has generally been, that the births of females are

more numerous than of males, especially in the old world. But

if we are to judge from the tables furnished in this country, both

in censuses and registration reports, the converse will be found

to be true. The inference has been drawn, undoubtedly, from

perceiving that, generally, the number of females exceeds that of

males among th» living at the time of taking the census.

As the facts of each added year give a greater value to sta-

tistical tables, the following has been compiled from the present

and preceding Reports, to exhibit at one glance the aggregate

number of births, and the proportion among the sexes, that have

occurred during the last five years :

—

SEX.
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throughout the United States, if not throughout the whole civ-

ilized world.

Arranged by counties, according to sex, the same result is

obtained for each county of the Commonwealth for the same
five years :

—
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case of triplets occurred in the second ward, consisting of a male

and two females. The average of annual increase has been 132

for the last five years ; the greatest increase, 288, was in 1853.

The previous year, 1852, shows a decrease.

In Boston, the nativities of the parents are thus classed by the

City Registrar :

—

Birthplaces of Parents.

Boston,

Massachusetts, (out of

Boston,) .

Maine,

New Hampshire,

Vermont, .

Connecticut,

Rhode Island, .

Other American States,

England, .

Fathers.
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number. England, Northern Europe, and the British Provinces,

each furnish half as many parents in Boston as does Boston.

In some of the principal towns and cities of this Common-
wealth, the proportion existing between the births of children of

American and foreign parents is exhibited below :

—

CITIES AND TOWNS.
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Some of these towns show results equally as remarkable as

those of Boston. Cambridge furnishes 407 children born of for-

eign parents to 246 of native parents. The city of Lawrence

409 of the former to 165 of the latter. Whereas Plymouth,

Stoughton, Weymouth, and a few other towns, show the propor-

tion reversed.

The relative proportion of births and deaths throughout the

Commonwealth during the year 1853, and the excess of births

over the deaths, are exhibited in the following table :

—

Counties.
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of the male population ; and, were the various States and Ter-

ritories which are supplied from our population to institute the

inquiries that are so rigidly enforced in Massachusetts, this would,

undoubtedly, exhibit the cause in a very forcible and satisfactory

manner.

Some of the principal cities and towns show the following

similar results :

—

TOWKS.

Sandwich,

Adams,

Pittsfield,

Fall River,

New Bedford

Taunton,

Andover,

Danvers,

Gloucester,

Lawrence,

Lynn, .

Marblehead,

Newburyport

Salem,

Greenfield, .

Chicopee, .
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Plurality cases have been numerous, numbering in all 520

children—256 males, 259 females, and 5 of unknown sex. Dur-
ing the year there were five cases of triplets—one in Barnstable

County, comprising two males and one female ; one in Bristol

County, all males ;
two in Essex County, in one instance two

males and a female, and in the other all females; and one in

Boston, in the county of Suffolk, comprising one male and two
females. The number of twin cases during the year 1853 was

260 ; the largest number occurred in the counties of Suffolk,

Middlesex and Essex.

From 1844 to 1853, inclusive, 2,349 children have been born in

plurality cases—1,217 of whom were boys, 1,123 girls, and 9 of

whom the sex was not ascertained.

The tables show that there were 568 stillborn children registered

during the year 1853. Of these, 278 were males, 178 females,

and the large number of 112 are classed among the unascertained.

In the county of Suffolk alone, 230 were reported, being about

one-half of the whole number. The number for the last five

years was 2,618—of which 827 were males, 574 females, and

1,217 of unknown sex.

More attention should be paid to the sex of stillborn children

by those who collect materials for the returns made to the Secre-

tary, as they enter into all questions of births, and have the same
bearing in regard to the question of the proportion of sex as do

the births of such as live. As far, however, as has been ascer-

tained, the number of males preponderates, among the stillborn,

over that of females.
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MARRIAGES.

During the year 1853, 12,828 marriages were solemnized

throughout the Commonwealth, according to the returns made

from the several towns to the Secretary's office, being an increase

of 1,250 over the previous year. Of these, 7,381 are reported as

of persons born within the United States; 4,057 were of foreign-

ers ; 485 couples were American grooms to foreign brides, and

458 American brides to foreign grooms ; and the places of na-

tivity of 447 were not ascertained.

In the town of Munroe, in Franklin County, which in 1850

contained 254 inhabitants, no marriages were solemnized in the

year 1853.

No return of marriages was received from the town of New
Ashford, in Berkshire County. As the town is one of the small-

est in the Commonwealth, numbering only 186 inhabitants in

1850, it is highly probable that no marriages were solemnized in

the town during the year.

In respect to marriages, a great disparity exists among the

towns throughout the State. In the city of Salem, containing

over 20,000 inhabitants by the last census, there were fewer mar-

riages than there were in either New Bedford, Lawrence, or

Chicopee, the first of which contained only about 16,500 inhabit-

ants by the same census, and neither of the others over 9,000.

It is feared, from the disproportion which the number of mar-

riages returned bear to the known population of many towns,

that this very important branch of registration is not sufficiently

heeded by those whose duty it is to make returns to the proper

authorities. Persons who solemnize marriages, and especially

those who receive fees for their services, should see that the proper

returns are made, as an act of justice to the married parties, even

if they disregard lav^^s and have no fear of penalties.

The classification adopted in the present Abstract exhibits,

very distinctly, the matrimonial connections which have been

entered into during the year 1853. The number of marriages of

foreigners and intermarriages of foreigners with Americans has

largely increased during the twelve months under consideration.

Of the 12,828 marriages reported as having occurred, 5,000, or
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40.38 per cent., of those of persons the places of whose nativity

were registered, are classed as among the foreign or mixed.

In order to exhibit the proportion of American and foreign

marriages in some of the principal towns of the Commonwealth,

the following table has been compiled from the preceding ab-

stract. The foreign and mixed are placed in one column, to

contrast with the American in another :

—

TOWNS.
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especially by the nature of the occupations which prevail in them,

and which chiefly govern this class of people in choosing their

place of abode.

The marriages which occurred in Boston during the year 1853,

and which were recorded by the City Registrar, are thus classi-

fied:—

Birthplaces.
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and magistrates, in regard to marriage intentions, marriages,

and the return of the same, are construed by intelligent officers

throughout the Commonwealth :—
" If the intended bridegroom and bride reside in the same town

or city in this State, the intention is to be entered in the office

of the clerk or registrar of the town or city. The clerk or regis-

trar records the names, ages, birthplaces and parents, name of

each, and the occupation of the male, and issues a certificate

accordingly. When the parties to a marriage reside in different

places in this State, the entry must be made, and a certificate

procured, from each ; but if only one of the parties reside in

Massachusetts, a certificate from the place of his or her residence

is sufficient to authorize the marriage.

" If a male be under the age of twenty-one years, or the female

under the age of eighteen years, no certificate can be issued until

the consent of the parent or guardian is obtained, if there be any

in the State.

" Clergymen residing in this State, who have been regularly

inducted into the ministry agreeably to the usages of their sev-

eral denominations, and who continue to exercise the vocation,

may marry in any part of the State, provided that either the

clergyman, the bridegroom, or the bride resides at the place of

marriage. But a clergyman who resides in Boston cannot legally

marry in Salem parties who belong in Worcester, and clergymen

who reside in other States are not authorized to solemnize mar-

riages in this State. Justices of the Peace (except, perhaps. Jus-

tices throughout the Commonwealth) can only marry in the

counties for which they are commissioned, and at least one of

the parties to a marriage must be a resident of the same county.

Before solemnizing a marriage, the officiator should receive the

certificates required. The certificates of marriage intentions now
issued by clerks in the form prescribed and furnished by the Sec-

retary of State have blanks at the bottom for the place, date of

marriage, and signature of the clergyman ; and the whole certifi-

cate, or a certified copy, is to be returned to the clerk or registrar

of the place where the marriage is solemnized on or before the

tenth day of the following month."

The marriage laws are not always subject to the same con-

struction, and consequently different practices prevail throughout

the Commonwealth. In many towns certificates of marriage
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are issued to non-residents, and in many cases persons are

unlawfully united in marriage through the misconceptions or

ignorance of the parties officiating. It seems necessary, either

that the statutes should be amended, or that they should be

explained in an authoritative manner, that the laws may be capa-

ble of a uniform construction throughout the Commonwealth.

The marriages of the last five years, 1849-53, arranged by

counties, show the following results :

—

COUNTIES.
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Barnstable and Hampshire have exceeded their average. Berk-

shire, Bristol, Franklin, Hampden and Middlesex show a gradual

increase every year daring the five.

It was remarked in last year's Report, that though the counties

of Suffolk, Middlesex and Essex fell far short of containing half

of the inhabitants of the Commonwealth, yet more than one-half

of all the marriages consummated in Massachusetts were solem-

nized in these counties. The remark has more than equal force

in respect to the year for which the tables of this Report have

been constructed.

The following table shows the whole number of marriages for

the ten years ending on December 31, 1853, arranged according

to the months in which they were solemnized. It also contains

the result of the last year, arranged in the same manner, and the

monthly percentage for the ten years :

—

MONTHS.
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severally. October, May, September, January and April follow

next in order, closing with March. During the past year, January

followed next to October. The time of the religious holydays,

especially the seasons of Thanksgiving and Fast days, has gen-

erally been most favorable for matrimony.

According to the tables of the past year, the facts stated in

last year's Report hold true, viz., that, in regard to the usual age

for contracting marriage in Massachusetts, the most common
for a first marriage of both parties is from 20 to 25 for both

sexes. The next period, however, differs from the preceding

year, being for males of 25 to - V males from 20 to 25. The

third period is for males of ^ o 25 to females under 20. In

the class comprised in the first-mentioned period there were 2,716

marriages ; in the second, 1,940 ; in the third, 1,859. Where both

parties were under twenty years of age, there were recorded 178'

The oldest couple married during the year for the first time were

both between the ages of 65 and 70. The youngest male mar-

ried was 16 years of age, and the youngest female 18. Four

females were only 14 years of age, and twenty-eight 15. Some
of the youngest under the age of 20 may be thus classed :

—

Xo. of Cases.
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474. The greatest number of these, 69, were of parties severally

between the ages of 25 and 30.

Of widowers married to maidens, there were, during the year,

1,274, chiefly between the ages of 25 and 40 among the males,

and between 20 and 30 among the females. No m.ale under 20

was married a second time, although there were fourteen females

who had second husbands.

There were 590 marriages of widowers and widows, the largest

number being of parties between the ages of 30 and 35.

Of 182 parties the conditions were not ascertained.

The aggregate number of marriages of all conditions of par-

ties was 12,828, the largest number being of the ages mentioned

among the cases of first marriages. More males and females,

considered by themselves, were married between the ages of 20

and 25 than at any other period of life ; the males numbered

5,149, and the females 5,701. The oldest couple were a male of

77 and a female of 60. The oldest female, a widow of 73 years

of age, was married to a bachelor of 44. One male of 48 was

married to a female of 38, both for the fourth time. One wid-

ower, aged 69, was married the fifth time ; and two young men,

one of 32 and the other of 27, each for the fourth time—the lat-

ter to a widow of 18 years of age.



132 TWELFTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853.

DEATHS.

The number of deaths reported as having occurred in the year

1853 does not exhibit a large mortality for that year compared

with others that have preceded it. Although this number ex-

ceeds that of the year immediately preceding it by 1,819, yet it

falls short of that of the year 1849 by 122, a considerable bal-

ance in favor of 1853, when the increase of population for a

period of four years is taken into the account. In this connec-

tion, however, it must be kept in mind, that during the year 1849

the zymotic diseases were uncommonly fatal throughout the

Commonwealth.

There were returned to the Secretary's office, from all sources,

20,301 deaths, which had been registered in the course of the

twelve months. Of these, 9,942 were of males, 10,201 of females,

and 149 of persons whose sex was not obtained. More females,

as in former years, died than males, the number of the former

exceeding that of the males by 268, when, during the same time,

there were 833 more boys than girls born.

The number of deceased persons whose ages were ascertained

amounted to 19,951, making an aggregate of 536,027 years for

the whole number, or an average of 26.87 years to each individ-

ual. This is a loss of nearly a year when compared with the

last year, which showed an average of 27.78 years for each per-

son.

More persons die during the first years of life than in any other

period of existence. In 1853, the number amounted to 4,175, of'

which 2,248 were males, 1,807 were females, and 120 were of

unknown sex. The number of persons under the age of one

year, who deceased in 1853, amounted to 7,912, being 38.97 per

cent, of all the deaths during the year. After having passed

the age of youth and entered into manhood, the most fatal period

was between the ages of twenty and thirty.

Three persons lived to be centenarians, and died during the year.

All of these were females—one in Pittsfield, in the county of

Berkshire, at the age of 101 years, 9 months and 12 days ; one

in Attleborough, in Bristol County, aged 103 years and 5 months

;
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and one colored female in Edgartown, in Dukes County, aged

100 years and 3 months. One male, reported to have had eight

wives, died in Dracut, in the county of Middlesex, at the age

of 88.

On an examination of the tables which precede this report, it

will be perceived that a majority of the children who die early

are males, but after the adult period the deaths of females are in

excess. On this point the tables of registration for all countries

generally agree.

The five years' abstract, including the results of registration

for the years 1849-53, exhibits the facts above stated in a more

convincing manner. During that period, the whole number of

deaths of known males and females amounted to 92,174, being

45,855 males and 46,319 females. The aggregate years of life

of those whose ages were ascertained are stated to be 2,499,714,

giving an average of 26.93 years to each person who deceased

during the five years. In the county of Suffolk this average is

only 20.15 years; while in Berkshire, Dukes, Franklin, Hampshire,

Nantucket and Plymouth, it exceeded 32 years. Thirty-five per-

sons, fourteen males and twenty-one females, are represented to

have died over 100 years of age.

The returns made to the Secretary of the Commonwealth
have not been heretofore sufficiently particular, in respect to the

parentage of the deceased, to allow tables to be prepared to

distinctly show the relative amount of deaths among those of

American and foreign origin. It is much to be desired that

material for prosecuting inquiries concerning this important and

interesting branch of mortuary statistics may be collected with

greater care for future reports. Many towns send almost perfect

returns on this point, while a large number of others utterly

disregard this feature of registration, or collect their facts in such

an imperfect way as to render them entirely useless, and make it

far from being desirable to construct tables from a portion only

of the Commonwealth. The Registrar of the city of Boston has

been an honorable exception to this rule. Notwithstanding his

arduous labors, he has generally been able to prepare tables show-

ing valuable results bearing upon this point. The following table,

prepared by the late registrar, exhibits such surprising facts that

it is inserted here. It shows the nativity or parentage of the

persons who deceased in the city of Boston, in the years 1850,
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'51, '52 and '53, as nearly as could be ascertained from the par-

ticulars contained in the returns made to the office of the City

Registrar :

—

1
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remainder were of foreign nativity as well as parentage, 942

having been born in Ireland. Of the 1,733 native-born Ameri-

cans of American parentage, who deceased in Boston, 1,042 died

in the place of their birth ; 341 were born in other towns of the

Commonwealth ; 262 were born in the New England States; 53

in other Stj^tes ; and of 31, the place of nativity was not ascer-

tained. By far the largest number of these died in the month of

August, and the smallest number in June.

The greatest mortality throughout the State was in August

and September, as was indicated also by the returns of the year

1852. These usually prove the most sickly months of the year in

Massachusetts, as the tables of former reports conclusively show.

In 1853, 2,484 deaths occurred in August, and 2,183 in Septem-

ber. The other months rank in respect to mortality in the follow-

ing order : July, October, March, December, April, May, January,

February, November and June.

There has been no unusual prevalence of epidemics in the

Commonwealth during the year 1853, although the number of

deaths reported shows an increase over the few years back. The

increased mortality caii only be accounted for by the augmenta-

tion of numbers in rcspr^ct lo population.
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CAUSES OF DEATH.

In Table VII. will be found arranged, alphabetically, the dis-

eases which have been the causes of the deaths of 20,869 indi-

viduals within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the year

1853. These are classified in a manner to exhibit at once the

males, females, and those of unknown sex, by months and at

various periods of life, arranged in decades. No causes have

been assigned to 740 deaths, 351 of males, 362 of females, and

27 of unknown sex.

Although more care seems to have been bestowed upon this

branch of registration during the past year than usual, never-

theless there have been many errors committed by those who
made the primary returns. Many deaths have undoubtedly been

registered as having been caused by wrong diseases, and many
diseases have had the numbers of their victims largely increased,

at the expense of others, through the neglect or ignorance of the

persons employed in collecting the facts for registration.

No fatal disease has made ravages throughout the Common-
wealth during the year. Of the whole number of deaths re-

ported as produced by known causes, 568 are set down under the

head of stillborn ; of these, 278 were males, 178 females, and 112

of unknown sex. Deducting this number from that of the deaths

resulting from known causes, and there will be left 20,301—the

number of individuals who are registered as having died of known
diseases. These have been classified and arranged, according to

the counties in which they occurred, in Table VIII. They will

be briefly reviewed in the following pages, and some of the prin-

cipal of them will be arranged in Tables, for the purpose of

aiding those who may be desirous of pursuing investigations

more minutely, with a view as to the effects produced by locality,

season and age. Therefore, they will be arranged according to

their occurrence in the different counties of the Commonwealth,
during each of the twelve calendar months, and for the usual

decadal periods of life.

The following table has been carefully prepared, in order to

exhibit in a clear and comprehensive view all the deaths that
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have occurred during the year 1853, together with those that have

been reported the previous eleven years and eiglit months, as they

are found in this and the previous Registration Reports :

—
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The following remarks are based upon the classification adopted

in this and previous Registration Reports. All that can be ex-

pected is an analysis of the facts as returned to the Secretary of

the Commonwealth. And, in this connection, it must be kept

constantly in view, that various names are given to the same

cause of death, oftentimes depending upon sectional idioms or

the technical expressions used by the different classes of medical

practitioners ; and, in very many cases, these are unmeaning, or

absolutely erroneous.

Zymotics.—Although the number of deaths by disorders of

this class has slightly increased over that of the previous year,

on account of the greater fatality of cholera infantum, croup,

typhus fever and scarlet fever, it has but little exceeded the annual

average of the last five years, and falls considerably below, in

percentage, that of the last twelve years. In 1849, a year marked

by the remarkable mortality in Massachusetts from cholera, dys-

entery and scarlet fever, the number of deaths by zymotics

amounted to the fearful number of 7,520, or 38.70 per cent, of

all the deaths from specified causes. The number was 4,357, or

27.13 per cent., in 1850
; 5,144, or 28.06 per cent., in 1851 ; 4,488,

or 24.85 per cent., in 1852 ; and 5,446, or 27.84 per cent., in 1853,

with a largely increased population over the foregoing years.

Cholera.—It appears from the tables that this disease has

increased in fatality since the previous year ; and yet the deaths

caused by it form the inconsiderable amount of only 1.13 per

cent, of the deaths from known causes. Of the 90 deaths attrib-

uted to this cause, 34 occurred in the county of Suffolk, 18 in

Middlesex, 11 in Essex, and 7 in Norfolk. In the counties of

Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket, and Hampshire, none were

reported, and in the remaining counties there were not over twenty

deaths by it. Unquestionably several of these deaths should

have been charged to other diseases. Thirty-three of these

occurred in the month of August ; and in no other month did the

number exceed four, except in July, when its number of victims

amounted only to six. The greatest mortality was among per-

sons between the ages of 30 and 40, numbering twenty-four.

Of the whole number of persons who died of this disease, 54

were males, and 36 were females.

Cholera Infantum.—This disease has been unusually fatal dur-

ing the year 1853, as is shown in the following tables :

—
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The whole number of deaths by this disease during the year

has been 535, which is an excess of 158 over the previous year.

Of these, 265 were of males, 267 of females, and of 3 the sex

was not ascertained, being 2.74 per cent, of all the deaths through-

out the Commonwealth that have occurred in the twelve months

embraced within the present Report. All of these happened to

children under five years of age except five, which are returned

as having occurred to children between the ages of five and ten,

and two to children of unknown ages. In last year's Report,

two were set down to children over five years. Compared with

the population as it existed in 1850, when the census was taken,

the greatest mortality by this disease will be found to have oc-

curred in the county of Suffolk, where the number of deaths

amounted^to 136, which is an increase of nearly 100 per cent,

over that of the previous year. In the counties of Barnstable,

Berkshire, Dukes, Nantucket and Franklin, there were, collec-

tively, only 19 deaths by this disease. The largest number (224)

of these deaths occurred in August—106 males, 115 females, and

3 of unknown sex. September proved to be the next month in

fatality ; July next. In January, February, April and November,

there was an average of only three deaths by cholera infantum.

There have occurred during the five years, 1849-53, 1,906

deaths by this disease, being 2.74 per cent, of all the deaths of

that period—994, or 52.15 per cent., being of males ; 897, or 47.06

per cent, of females; and 15, or .79 per cent, of unknown sex.

The large number of 1,887, or 99 per cent, died under the age

of 5 years, 17 over 5 years, and 2 of unknown age. In Ihe

county of Middlesex, the greatest number of deaths occurred for

the five years, (453,) being 23.77 per cent of the whole number,

and being one in every 356 of the entire population. In point

of mortality, the months of August, September and July, were

the most prominent.

Many of the deaths attributed to kindred diseases, such as

cholera, dysentery, diarrhoea, teething and infantile, w^cre probably

caused by this disease; and undoubtedly, in turn, several deaths

classed under this head should have been placed to the account

of the disorders above mentioned. Such will constantly be the

case unless more care is taken in reporting causes of deaths.

Croup.—This disease has been uncommonly fatal during the

year. The statistics for the last five years will be found in the

following tables:

—
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The whole number of fatal cases in 1853 amounted to 608,

being 2.28 per cent, of the deaths by specified causes, and exceed-

ing that of those caused by cholera infantum. This is an increase

of 179 deaths over the previous year. Of these, 811 occurred to

males, and 297 to females. The largest number happened in the

months of December, November, March, January and October,

and the fewest in August. This agrees very well with the Five

Years' Abstract, only that, according to the tables prepared, March
comes in next after November, and July shows the fewest deaths.

Of all the deaths by croup during the five years, from 1849 to

1853, inclusive, numbering 2,077, 1,118, or 53.83 per cent.,

occurred to males ; 947, or 45.59 per cent., to females ; and 12, or

.58 per cent., were of unknown sex. Nearly fifteen per cent, of

these were in December, and less than four per cent, were in

July, as also in August. Each of the five years shows a much
greater mortality among males than among females. Most of

the deaths proved fatal to children under the age of five years,

amounting, in 1853, to 495 ; 103 between the ages of 5 and 10;

6 from 10 to 15 ; and 1 each between 15 and 20, 20 and 30,. and

GO and 70. One only is classed as of unknown age, and none as

of unknown sex. During the five years, 83 per cent, of the

deaths were of children under 5, and 15 per cent, of those between

5 and 10. By far the greatest mortality was in the county of

Suffolk, being about 27 per cent, of the whole number of deaths,

or one in every 261 individuals, for five years, according to the

census of 1850. In the counties of Norfolk, Hampden and Mid-

dlesex, the ratio of deaths to population has been great, while in

Franklin and Plymouth the number has been comparatively

small.

Diarrhoea.—The annual mortality by this disease was 243—an
increase of 111 over the number reported last year. Among the

males 122, and among the females 121, died ; 191, being all but 30,

died under the age of five years—which is a sufficient indication

that the greatest number of the deaths should have been classed

under some other cause of death. They occurred chiefly in the

months of August, September, July and October. In other

months, especially February, May and April, the number was
exceedingly small.

Dysentery.—The following tables are constructed in refer-

ence to this disease :

—
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There has been a slight increase over the previous year in the

number of deaths caused by dysentery. According to the returns

of 1853, there have been reported 1,046 fatal cases—516 of

males, 518 of females, and 12 of persons of unknown sex, being

5.35 per cent, of all the deaths of the year from specified causes-

Although this number exceeds that of last year by 28, it is a gain

in actual percentage when the whole number of deaths from as

certained causes is taken into account. In comparison with for-

mer years the number is inconsiderable ; for in the year 1849 the

mortality was very great, 2,455 persons having been registered as

dying from this cause ; in 1850 there were 1,188 deaths ; in 1851,

1,674 deaths ; and in 1852, 1,018 deaths. How many of these

are chargeable to other causes cannot be easily decided from an

inspection of the official returns. Certainly many should have

been otherwise classed. It is not reasonable to suppose that 705

deaths, 61.64 per cent, of all the mortality charged to this account

in 1853, were actually caused by this disease among children

under five years of age. Sixty-five persons died between the

ages of 5 and 10, only twenty between the ages of 10 and 15,

and ten between 15 and 20. These last periods, and those which

follow, were more probably reported correctly. This disorder

was most fatal in the counties of Hampshire, Hampden, Wor-
cester and Franklin, and least so in the counties of Plymouth,

Suffolk and Norfolk. If the first periods under 10 years are not

taken into account, the most fatal time of life has been between

the ages of 20 and 40, agreeing well with general experience. In

1853, the months of August and September proved very destruc-

tive to life by this disease ; in the former month there were 349

deaths attributed to this disease—182 of males, 164 of females,

and 3 of persons of unknown sex ; in the latter month there were

316 deaths—157 of males, 155- of females, and 4 of unknown
sex. July and October exhibited the next greatest mortality, and

January, April, February and May, in the order here given, the

least. For the five years, 1849-53, September shows a percent-

age of 35.79 out of all the deaths by it throughout the year, and

August a percentage of 31.03 ; whereas the percentage for April

was .80 ; March, .93 ; January, .95 ; and May, .99. For the same

years, the percentage of the deaths of males was 50.02 ; of fe-

males, 48.79 ; and of unknown sex, 1.19.

Erysipelas shows 175* deaths during the year.
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Of the deaths set down to erysipelas, 93 were of males, and

82 of females. This is an increase of 12 over the previous year;

although, on account of a larger pro rata increase of all the deaths

from all causes, the percentage is a very little below that of the

year immediately preceding, and also, for similar reasons, below

the percentage of the general average for the last five years.

The distribution of the fatal cases throughout the State has

been more even than in past years, the mortality being largest in

the counties of Suffolk, Worcester, Middlesex and Essex. In

Barnstable County no death was returned chargeable to this

cause. The period of life when the disease has proved most

fatal has been to children under five years of age ;
among adults,

the deaths have occurred very evenly through all periods of life.

May, January, February and November were the months in

which most fatal cases occurred. As stated in last year's Report,

this disease seems to have been governed by the same causes

which have generally been active in producing typhoid fevers.

An examination of the tables will show that the remark holds

true with reference to the present year.

It is the general impression that this disease has rapidly in-

creased during late years. However this may be, the tables show

conclusively that it has not progressed much, if any, in fatality.

Intermittent and Remittent Fevers.—One case of the former

disease has proved fatal in each of the counties of Barnstable

and Hampden, and one of the latter in Middlesex. Probably

many cases of these disorders have occurred throughout the

Commonwealth, and have been placed in the account of Fever,

to which cause 399 deaths have been attributed during the year.

Under this last-named cause, 207 males, 188 females, and 2 of

unknown sex have died during the year. These deaths have

been very equally distributed throughout the State, and among

individuals of all ages, and in all seasons of the year. Of all

the deaths which have occurred from specified causes during the

year, the percentage of those set down to fever, without any other

designation, is 2.04. This is an increase over the two previous

years, and an increase in number over the four preceding years.

In 1849, the number of deaths reported as caused by fever was

281, or 1.44 per cent; in 1850, 372, or 2.31 per cent; in 1851,

370, or 2.02 per cent. ; and in 1852, 356, or 1.97 per cent

Measles.—This malady has been fatal to 226 individuals.
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The deaths by measles, as exhibited in the preceding tables,

show an increase of 85 over the previous year. Yet so large

was the number of fatal cases in the years 1849 and 1851 that

the average number for the five past years exceeds, by 15, that

of 1853. The tables indicate the mortality by this disease to

have been 358 in 1849, 107 in 1850, 372 in 1851, 141 in 1852,

and 226 in 1853, or 1.16 per cent, of all the deaths during the

year from specified causes.

Of the fatal cases in 1853, 100 occurred to males, and 126 to

females. The same proportion held for the last five years—573

males, 623 females, and 8 of those whose sex was not ascer-

tained. The season of the year does not seem to have had much

influence in reference to this disease ; for, in 1853, the greatest

mortality was in December, August, November, July and Sep-

tember, and the smallest in April, January and October ;
whereas,

in 1849, April, March, May and February were the most fatal,

and December, October, November and September the least so.

In the county of Suffolk, 149, about two-thirds of all the deaths

by measles, occurred ; and it appears that no one died of this

disease in the counties of Plymouth and Franklin, and only one

in each of the counties of Barnstable,»Berkshire and Hampshire,

and two each in Essex and Worcester' Counties. For the five

years, one person died to every 236 inhabitants in Suffolk County
;

whereas in the county of Barnstable there Vv^as but one in 8,820.

One fact, however, holds true—namely, that by far the most fatal

period for measles has been in the first five years of life. During

the past year, two individuals died more than eighty years old,

and two between the ages of fifty and seventy.

The number of deaths by Hooping Cough has increased from

166 to 221 during the year under consideration, while that of

those from Influenza has been ve>y much diminished. Of the

thirty-nine deaths by influenza during the year, thirteen were of

males, and twenty-six of females ; eight were of persons under 5

years of age ; and of the remainder, thirty-one, two were of per-

sons between the ages of 50 and 60, one between 60 and 70,

twelve between 70 and 80, and sixteen over 80. All but four,

who died of hooping cough, deceased under the age of 5 years.

Typhus Fever, one of the most destructive diseases in this

Commonwealth, shows, by the following tables, an increase of

six over the number of deaths of the previous year :

—

20
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Under the head of Typhus Fever ^ in the classified table, among

the Abstracts of the Massachusetts Registration Reports, are in-

cluded all the deaths returned and reported as having been caused

by typhoid fever, bilious fever and ship fever ; and these are, there-

fore, brought together in the tables prepared for these observations.

During the year 1853 there were attributed to these causes 771

deaths—412 of males, and 359 of females ; 46 of these were report-

ed as the results of bilious fever. The percentage of deaths in-

cluded under this name was very small in comparison with that of

those classed as having been caused by typhus. The aggregate

percentage of the deaths by typhus and bilious fever was 3.94 for

the year 1853 ; whereas, for the twelve years and eight months

ending December 31, 1853, it was 5.04, thereby showing a very

fair gain against this destructive disease. The deaths have been

most frequent in the months of October, September and Novem-

ber, and less so in the spring months. The largest number of

deaths occurred to persons between the ages of 15 and 30, the

earlier periods being not so fatal. The counties of Middlesex,

Suffolk and Worcester show the greatest mortality. In the

twelve years and eight months during which registration has been

observed throughout the Commonwealth, there have been 7,962

deaths by this cause out of 158,111, the whole number for which

causes have been reported. In the city of Boston 44 fatal cases

were attributed to typhus or ship fever, and 67 to typhoid fever,

the greatest number having occurred in October and September.

Scarlatina^ more generally known as scarletfever, was, in 1853,

the most fatal of the diseases classed under the general name of

zymotics except dysentery. The whole number of deaths re-

turned to the Secretary's office, attributed to this disease,

amounted to 1,005—162 more than was reported the previous

year ; being 5.14 per cent, of all the deaths during the year from

known causes. Of these, 495 were of males, 505 of females, and

5 of unknown sex. The imment^e number of 945 of these died

under the age of ten years, and about three-fourths under that of

five years. The first half of the year exhibits the greatest

mortality, particularly the months of February and January. In

September, generally one of the most sickly months, the deaths

from this cause were only 20. The counties of Suffolk, Middle-

sex and Worcester proved to be the most fatal districts, as will

be seen by examining the tables which follow :

—
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Smallpox.—There has been but a very small increase in the

number of deaths by this loathsome disease. In 1852 there were

but 33 deaths, and during the year 1853 only 38—an increase of

5. Of these last, 14 occurred in the county of Middlesex, 10 in

Suffolk, 7 in Worcester, 2 in Hampden, and 1 in each of the

counties of Bristol, Essex, Hampshire, Norfolk and Plymouth.

This shows a very small mortality when compared with that of

the last five years, being only a little over one-quarter of the

average (127) for those years.

The deaths caused by the other diseases of this class are so

small in number, and of so little general interest, that a consid-

eration of their details will be of no practical importance.

Diseases of Uncertain Seat.—The classification under this

head admits of much doubt. It contains in the tables prepared

for this Report the names of fourteen diseases, many of which

could have been with more propriety classed otherwise ; but it

was considered advisable to continue the same arrangement, for

the sake of uniformity and ease in the comparison of this with

other Reports.

It is a gratification to find that more attention is given towards

ascertaining the correct causes of the deaths generally put under

this head, and that there is a decrease in the tables of the present

Report. A very little extra attention on the part of the collect-

ing officers would undoubtedly remove from this list many
charged to abscess, cancer, debility, dropsy, hemorrhage, infantile,

inflammation, malformation, mortification, suddenly, tumor and

scrofula.

Scrofula^ the most important of the class, possesses sufficient

interest to be considered separately in these observations. The

number of deaths, although small, has diminished since last year.

The following tables will show, that the whole number for the

year has been only 90—a diminution in the percentage since the

year 1852. Of these, 50 were of males, and 40 of females
;
42

were of individuals under five years of age ;
of the remaining

48, there was a very general distribution among the other periods

of life. Although the largest number by one occurred in Octo-

ber, there was a very even distribution of the deaths among the

different months throughout the year.
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All examination of the tables which accompany these remarks

shows that in the county of Suffolk the greatest number of deaths

reported for the twelve months was from scrofula. In a few

of the counties the number was exceedingly small. During

the last five years of registration there have only been 408 cases

attributed to this cause ; and throughout the whole period of

registration in Massachusetts—twelve years and eight months

—

the number of fatal cases has amounted but to 665.

Diseases of the Nervous Organs.—From year to year, until

the present, there has been a gradual increase of deaths by dis-

eases of this class. The tables of this year's Report show a

diminution of six deaths. The diseases comprehended in this

class are among the most important in the whole list of disorders

to which mankind is subject. The whole number of deaths at-

tributed to them has been, during the year 1853, 2,008, or 10.27

per cent, of all the deaths from specified causes throughout the

Commonwealth ; in the last five years, 9,337 ; and 15,435, or 9.76

per cent., during the twelve yeare and eight months of Massachu-

setts registration. Hydrocephalus proved most fatal, carrying

off 446 victims; next followed the diseases of the organs not

particularized ; and then epilepsy, cephalitis, paralysis and con-

vulsions.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs.—This class of dis-

orders has proved most fatal during the past year. The whole

number of deaths amounted to 5,783, or 29.56 per cent, of all the

deaths from specified causes. The very large number of 25,350

persons died of diseases belonging to this class during the last

five years. Consumption and pneumonia, the most interesting

as well as the most prominent of its maladies, produced the last

year 5,477 deaths out of 5,783, and will have a more extended

notice.

Consumption, the great destroyer of human life in Massachu-
setts, exhibits many important facts worthy the attention of those

interested in the sanitary condition of the Commonwealth. Un-
der the sanction of the Massachusetts Medical Society, Dr. Henry
I. Bowditch is making very minute investigations throughout the

State with reference to this disease, which it is hoped will soon

be given to the public. Many interesting facts are displayed in

the following tables :

—
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Of the 4,593 deaths caused by consumption during the year

1853, 1,884 were of males, 2,707 of females, and of 2 the

sex was not reported. The percentage, compared with the deaths

resulting from all other known causes, amounted to 23.48—an

increase over that of previous years. The very large number of

deaths of children under five years of age—namely, 241 of males,

and 185 of females—would seem to indicate that many of the

complaints which usually prove fatal to young children had been

incorrectly returned, and their results, consequently, added erro-

neously to the account of consumption. Unquestionably, on the

other hand, many deaths justly attributable to this destructive

malady have in their turn been set down to the various causes

operating against infant life, as marasmus, cholera infantum, in-

fantile diseases, &c.

There were 1,226 fatal cases of consumption which occurred

among persons between the ages of 20 and 30—768 of males,

and 458 of females. The next most fatal period was between

the ages of 30 and 40, when 759 individuals died—293 males,

and 466 females. Even as late as the period between the ages

of 70 and 80, 222 deaths occurred.

There is a remarkable evenness as to the time of the year in

which the mortality happened. August and April of the year for

which this Report is prepared proved the most fatal, and Novem-

ber and February the least so.

The greatest mortality was in the following counties, arranged

in the order of the greatest number of deaths—Suffolk, Middle-

sex, Worcester and Essex.

In the course of the last five years this disease is reported to

have proved fatal to 19,863 ; 3,606, or 18.37 per cent, in 1849
;

3,527, or 21.96 per cent., in 1850 ; 3,982, or 21.73 per cent., in 1851

;

and 4,155, or 23. per cent., in 1852. In the twelve years and

eight months of registration there were 35,479 deaths—being

22.44 per cent, of all the deaths from specified causes. Although

the number of deaths increase in each successive bill of mortal-

ity, it is believed that the ratio to the population does not vary

much. During the last five years, very nearly eleven individuals

have died daily of this disease, and about thirteen a day duritig

the year 1853.

Pneumonia^ usually designated Lung Fever,—This disease

proves, next to consumption, the most fatal of the diseases of

the respiratory organs.
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An examination of the tables just preceding shows that there

have been 884 fatal cases during the year—being 4.52 per cent, of

all the deaths from known causes. Of these, 476 were of males,

402 of females, and 6 of persons of unknown sex. Among
children under five years of age the disease proved very fatal—

464 children of that period having died during the year. After

this age, the middle period of life seems, from the tables, to have

been most inauspicious in reference to this malady. Although

March and April were the months in which the greatest mortality

prevailed, yet there was a very great evenness in the occurrence

of the deaths by this disease throughout the year. By far the

greatest number of fatal cases occurred in the county of Suffolk,

being very nearly one-third of all reported.

The other causes of death which belong to this class of dis-

orders show the following mortality: by asthma, 21 deaths; by

bronchitis, 38 deaths; by catarrh, 1 death; by hydrothorax, or

dropsy of the chest, 48 deaths ; by laryngitis, 9 deaths ; by pleu-

risy, 89 deaths ; by quinsy, 6 deaths ; and by diseases of the

organs, not distinctly classified, 94. Of these it is not necessary

to speak any further.

Diseases of the Organs of Circulation.—The whole number
of deaths under this class, in 1853, was 475—a decrease of five

from last year. Of these, two were attributed to Pericarditis,

and the remainder to diseases of the organs. During the five

years ending on December 31, 1853, 2,161 persons died of dis-

eases of this class, and for the whole period of registration 3,358

individuals are set down in the tables.

Diseases of the Digestive Organs.—Fifteen diseases are

classed in the present Report under this head. They do not ex-

hibit so large a mortality as in previous years—there being a

decrease of 112 from the number of last year's deaths, and 156
from that of 185 J. Dentition, or teething. Enteritis, or inflam-

mation of the viscera of the bowels. Ulceration and Disease of the

Organs, all very general terms in the way they are used by report-

ers of deaths, are the chief causes of death among the diseases of

this class.

Teething.—The following tables have been prepared with refer-

ence to deaths by this cause :

—
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Perhaps the largest portion of the deaths put down under this

name is taken from the accouht of marasmus, diarrhoea, and

cholera infantum. The number of deaths in this year's Report

attributed to this cause is 385—an increase of 76 over that of

1852. All except one of these died under the age of five years,

being 200 males, 184 females, and 1 of unknou^n sex. The
greatest mortality was in the months of August, September, July,

March and October, in the order here given. About two-thirds

were reported from the county of Suffolk, and only 25 from the

counties of Barnstable, Berkshire, Dukes and Nantucket, Frank-

lin, Hampden and Plymouth. From Hampshire none were re-

ported.

Diseases of the Urinary Organs.—This small class com-
prises four specified causes in the abstract; and from these only

88 deaths have occurred in the year 1853. about one-fourth being

from the county of Suffolk.

Old Age is reported as the cause of 997 deaths, 153 of which
occurred in the county of Middlesex, 141 in Worcester, 113 in

Essex, 97 in Suffolk, 90 in Plymouth, 89 in Norfolk, 71 in Bris-

tol, and 52, 51, 48, 47, 29 and 16, severally, in Hampshire, Berk-

shire, Hampden, Franklin, Barnstable, and Dukes and Nantucket.

By this it appears that a little over 5 per cent, of those who died

in 1853 deceased on account of old age. Of these the females

predominate, there having been 606 deaths among old women to

391 among old men ; and of these 698 died over 80 years of age,

and the whole number, with two exceptions, over the age of 60

years. December w^as, in a small degree, the most fatal month
to the old people.

Violence.—No person was executed in 1853, according to the

Report. 82 persons were burned or scalded, 182 drowned, 8

frozen, 2 died of hydrophobia, and 43 of intemperance. The death

of 1 person was acknowledged as by mal-practice. 11 persons

were starved, 11 murdered, 16 poisoned and 12 suffocated, and

321 from accidents not enumerated.

Sixty persons died in consequence of suicide—a decrease of 9

from the year 1852. The following tables exhibit the deaths by

suicide, compiled from the returns of the last five years :

—
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Of the 67 cases of suicide which occurred in 1853, 11, 8, 8,

7, were respectively in the months of May, July, December

and March ; 47 were of males, and 20 of females.

The greatest number of deaths by suicide occurred in the

counties of Middlesex and Suffolk, and the least, with the excep-

tion of Dukes, Nantucket and Hampden, in which there were

none, in Barnstable, Plymouth and Bristol.

During the five years, 1849-53, 316 persons committed suicide,

220 males, 94 females, and 2 of ^unascertained sex, being one to

every 3,148 of the population. The greatest number took place

as follows : 53 each in the counties of Middlesex and Suffolk, 48

in Worcester, 39 in Essex, 32 in Norfolk, 23 in Bristol, 15 in

Plymouth, 14 in Berkshire, and 39 in the other counties. Of the

aggregate of all deaths by this cause during the five years, the

greatest number happened in the months of May, April, August,

December and June, and the least in January and November.

It is a source for congratulation that this evil is apparently

much on the decrease in Massachusetts.

By using the tables of the last official census of the United

States, compiled from facts obtained in the year 1850, great in-

justice has, in some cases, been done to those districts of the

Commonwealth which have most rapidly increased in population

since that time. No allowance for such proportional increase

Itas been calculated for in the foregoing remarks, the whole mat-

ter being of a positive character, and all calculations being left to

those who may be called to make practical use of the tables and
remarks.

In regard to the comparative mortality of the counties of Suf-

folk and Middlesex, in contrast with that of other counties, it is

but just to say that other causes tend to increase their bills of

mortality which do not exist elsewhere in the Commonwealth.
In these counties are situated many of the popular resorts of

incurable invalids, as also the institutions where the greatest

number of the sickly and dying immigrants find refuge in their

last hours of existence.
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OCCUPATIONS OF SUCH AS HAVE DECEASED.

An examination of the tables of the present Report affords very

interesting results. It will be noticed that, during the period of

nine years and eight months, paupers have, as a class, died at the

most advanced age considered in the aggregate. Then, in suc-

cession, may be found agriculturists, public men, professional

men, merchants, mechanics, laborers and seamen.

The following table shows the number of deaths that has

occurred in the most popular occupations, with the average age,

at death, of the persons who belonged to each :

—

48.33

42.18

52.07

61.69

40.18

42.00

67.35
55.24

36.46

54.73
43.29

56.47

43.10

36.48

43.87

49.89

46.78

44.69

The table prepared with reference to the occupation of indi-

viduals who have deceased occupies pages 56 to 62 inclusive,

the Commonwealth being divided into two parts, one comprising

the nine eastern counties, and the other the five western. The

general results for the whole State, during a period of nine years

and eight months, are collected in separate columns of the same

table. For each of these there is a column for the aggregate, and

one for the average age. Of the 2,899 males whose occupations

were specified, 1,297 were classified as mechanics, 1,015 as agri-

culturists, 795 as laborers, 278 as merchants, 206 as seamen, 149

as public men, 135 as professional men, and 24 as paupers. This

classification, however, is very arbitrary, and subject to many

causes of error, and should not be relied on implicitly.

Agriculturists, -
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NOTES

Notwithstanding the general care that has been observed in collecting and pre-

paring the returns for the Secretary's use, in some respects there are considerable

deficiencies in regard to the principal facts most needed in the preparation of cor-

rect tables in the Annual Abstracts. These are so fully mentioned in the

preceding observations that it is necessary only to allude to a few of the most

important in this place. Others will suggest themselves to those whoso duty it is

to perform the active duties of Registration.

It is of great importance that more attention should be given to the particulars

of sex, parentage, nativity 3.nd cause of death, in order to prevent iho constant

blanks that unavoidably must otherwise occur in the tables ; and especially is to

be avoided, as much as possible, the necessity of devoting special c(rlrt::rf of the

abstracts to the unknown, not stated and unascertained. All cases of stillborn

children should be noted together with the sex.

Too particular notice cannot be made by registering officers of facts relating

to cases of extraordinary longevity, remarkable births, and peculiar causes of

death.

It will not be necessary to denote here what towns have been remiss or have

entirely failed in complying with the laws of registration, as sucii officers who

have been parties to the delinquencies will undoubtedly see the result of their

negligence and wilful defaults manifested in the preceding tables of abstracts.
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